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Dwelling Rental Prices Household Growth Travel Mode 

Bus patronage in Greater Christchurch dropped from 17.2 million trips in the year to June 

2010 to a low of 11.22 million trips in the June 2012 year. In the year to June 2020, 11.02 

million boardings (or one-leg trips) were made on public transport in the Greater 

Christchurch area. This was a decrease of 20% from the previous year (13.69 million trips) 

due to the impact of travel restrictions as part of the COVID-19 response in 2020. 

In the year to September 2020, there were 4,758 new dwelling consents issued 

across Greater Christchurch. For Christchurch in the same period there were 

2,773 consents (58%), 1,400 (29%) in Selwyn and 585 (12%) in Waimakariri. 

In the year to December 2020, the median sale price for the Greater 

Christchurch urban area was $565,000. For the council areas, Christchurch was 

$564,000, Selwyn $580,000 and Waimakariri $520,000. Median dwelling sale 

prices in the Greater Christchurch urban area have increased by over 55% in the 

past decade, from $363,000 in December 2010 to $565,000 in December 2020. 

Across Greater Christchurch the mean for the fourth quarter of 2020 was 

$373. Selwyn had the highest mean weekly rental price in December 

2020 at $456. Waimakariri ($421) was higher than in Christchurch 

($368). 

The number of households across Greater Christchurch increased by 4,703 in the 

year to June 2020. For Christchurch that was an increase of 2,800 households 

(60%), with 1,172 in Selwyn (25%) and 731 in Waimakariri (16%). 

After a slight decline in the proportion of private vehicle trips between 2006 and 

2009, this proportion has been increasing again to 2006 levels. Travellers in 

Christchurch’s main urban area mostly use cars to travel, mostly as drivers (62%) 

with a much smaller proportion as passengers (21%)  
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